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SOME OLD LETTERS. 



Among the papers of the late Dr. A. W. French were 
found many interesting letters which were the accumula- 
tion of many years of saving. Dr. French seemed never 
to destroy an old paper or scrap of writing. The greater 
part of these old letters are from the correspondence 
of the Rev. John F. Brooks, a pioneer preacher and 
teacher of Illinois, and from that of Judge Sidney 
Breese. We publish two letters written to Judge Breese 
by Senator George W. Jones. General Jones was the son 
of John Rice Jones, the first English speaking lawyer in 
Illinois. George W. Jones, the son, lived to a very ad- 
vanced age, and during his long life he took part in many 
of the events which built up the middle west. He was 
born at Vincennes in Indiana Territory, April 12, 1804, 
he was educated at Transylvania University in Kentucky 
and in 1826 was clerk of the United States District Court 
in Missouri; he was an aide to General Dodge in the 
Black Hawk war, and in 1834 he was elected delegate in 
Congress from Michigan Territory, which then included 
the present states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, 
later he was a delegate in Congress from Iowa Territory 
and when Iowa was admitted to the Union, he was elected 
one of its first United States Senators, and he was re- 
elected to the Senate in 1852. 

President Buchanan appointed him minister to Bogota, 
Colombia, but as he wrote a letter to Jefferson Davis in 
1861, expressing his sympathy with the South he 
was recalled and imprisoned for two months in Fort 
Lafayette. In 1838 he was the second of Senator Cilley 
in the famous " Cilley-Graves " duel. 
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General Jones spent the last years of his life in Du- 
buque, Iowa, where he died in July, 1893, being in his 
ninety-third year. 

These letters to Judge Breese show an intensity of 
feeling against Senator Stephen A. Douglas, and this 
feeling probably grew with his sympathy for the South 
until it culminated in his letter to Jefferson Davis, which 
caused his recall from his diplomatic mission. They 
are printed because of the prominence of the writer and 
the recipient of the letters and because they show the 
extent to which party feeling ran in those days just pre- 
vious to the war between the states, the days of the 
breaking of party ties and party friendships, and the 
beginning of the new order of things. 

A letter written to Judge Breese by John C. Calhoun 
is also published to show the ideas of that great states- 
man on the subject of railroads, canals and other internal 
improvements and the merits of various sections of the 
country and their prospects for future importance. 

A brief order to Judge Breese in regard to lots in the 
town of Vandalia and written by Elias K. Kane is also 
published as of historical interest. 

The letters are arranged in chronological order. 



SENATOR KANE'S LETTER. 

I do hereby authorize Sidney Breese Esquire to relin- 
quish sell exchange or give away my lots in the town of 
Vandalia, and hereby engage to ratify whatever he may 
do in the premises. 

Witness my hand and seal this 26th June 1823 

Elias K Kane 



Fort Hill July 27th 1839. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received yours of the 29th of June, & am grati- 
fied that the proceedings of the direct trade Convention 
meet your approbation. I entirely concur with you, that 
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Charleston possesses far greater advantages for the 
trade of all the central portion of the West, than N. 
York, or any other place to the north of it, & that not 
only in winter, but summer also; but I am decidedly of 
opinion, that the line of communication must be 
through Tennessee. Already a series of railroads is 
filling up the space from Charleston to Ross' landing on 
the Tennessee, link by link. It is all finished, or under 
way, with the exception of some 70 miles, or so, which 
is said to present no serious obstacle. When completed, 
the distance between the two points will not exceed 400 
miles by the rail route, with no rise, it is said, exceeding 
35 feet to the mile. Between Augusta, or Macon, the 
head of steam navigation on the Savannah and Ogmul- 
gee rivers, & Ross' landing, the distance will not much 
exceed 250 miles, and the intelligent Engineer at the 
head of the Augusta & Athens railroad (a part of the 
route) estimates that a ton of goods can be transported 
from Philadelphia to Ross' landing for a less sum when 
the route is completed, than from Philadelphia to Pitts- 
burg. With these facts, it is obvious, that nothing remains 
to place that route above all others, but the improvement 
of the Tennessee river, which is said to be a better 
stream, than the Ohio, for steam navigation, with the 
exception of Colvert & the Muscle Shoals. In this great 
improvement, all the central & the western portions of 
your great valley has the deepest interest. It would 
open to them the cheapest & safest route at all seasons, 
not only to the Atlantic portions of the Union, but also 
to the general market of the world. To accomplish it 
nothing is wanting, but the joint effort of the parties 
interested, and there is no portion of the whole that has 
a greater interest, or that could with more propriety take 
the lead in the move, than the State of Illinois. I have 
long had the completion of this line of intercommunica- 
tion much at heart, & have been surprised, when I reflect 
on the vast results depending on its completion, commer- 
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cially & socially, and the immense & important portion 
of the Union interested, that it has attracted as little 
attention. 

With respect, 

I am, etc., etc., 

J. C. Calhoun. 
Hon. Sidney Breese. 



Dubuque, Iowa, Sept 17, 1858 
Hon. Sidney Breese, 

Carlyle, Ills. 

Dear Judge. 

The appearance in the Missouri Kepublican, of your 
letter of the 7th inst to the Edr of the Belleville Demo- 
crat, which I have just read, has afforded me so much 
pleasure that I feel like expressing my thanks, as a 
brother democrat, in black and white, & to say that I now 
freely forgive you for the bad treatment which you gave 
me once in the Senate. Any man who will boldly stand 
up, as you seem disposed to do, for the cause of his 
country in these trying times & especially in Illinois, now 
the seat of war for the Presidential Canvass in 1860, de- 
serves thanks, at least. 

You have hit the nail on the head precisely, for Doug- 
lass, the insidious conspirator has laid a train which, when 
the torch is applied, as it surely will be, in the Campaign 
for the Presidency in 1860, I fear, will blow our noble 
party asunder, if not the Union of the thus far, glorious 
States of N. America. 

I happen to have, what I consider reliable information, 
that a Union was affected at the last session of Congress, 
between Seward— Douglass & Crittenden, by which it was 
stipulated & agreed that Douglass was to be re-elected 
Senator next Winter, by the Democrats if possible, other- 
wise by a Union of the Douglass democrats with Eepubli- 
cans & Americans — thro' the influence of Seward & Crit- 
tenden; that Seward is to be made their candidate for 
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Prest in 1860 & if elected that Mr. Crittenden is to form 
his Cabinet & that Douglass is to follow for the Presidency 
in 1864. I as firmly believe that that collusion was 
entered into, at the last session of Congress, to unite 
"the Blue Spirits — Black Spirits and Grey" in the war- 
fare against the settlement of the Kansas question & 
<to break down the Administration of President Buchanan 
as that Douglass ceased to co-operate with the Natl 
Democracy & begun to affiliate with the Black Eepublicans 
& Native Americans whom he had so long openly de- 
nounced & privately despised. 

I recollect how often he has in my presence, denounced 
his colleague Trumbull as a treacherous, deceitful scoun- 
drel & quibbler who was unworthy of the respect of any 
gentleman, & yet when he was sent for one night at about 
ten or 11 to appear in the Senate to help the opposition, 
beat down the democracy in their efforts to take the 
question on the Bill of Mr. Green, to admit Kansas — 
that after nearly all the Eepublicans had gone up to him, 
where he sat in the Chair of the Sertg at Arms, his Col- 
league, Mr. T. approached him — shook him by the hand, 
as the rest had done, and enquired for his health (for he 
had feigned sickness) he (Douglass) put his right arm 
around Trumbull's neck & whispered into his ear. Can 
it be possible, Judge, that any man, who is a true demo- 
crat & anxious for the success of the party to which he 
professes to belong, could so soon hug to his bosom a 
man & men (for it was so with Seward & Hale, & Colla- 
mer & Wade & Fessenden & Hamlin & the rest) for whom 
he had expressed, on every stump in Illinois & from all 
parts of the Union & in the Senate, too, such utter loath- 
ing & contempt? I think not — & in this case I know, not 
only from conversations with Douglass himself— that he 
was opposed to Mr. Buchanan the moment he knew that 
Eichardson was not made a member of the Cabinet. 

The fact that Douglass telegraphed his Eeport to the 
New York Tribune (& which was thrown into his teeth 
by Senator Green in the Senate, on the same day to prove 
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that he (Douglass) was insincere & indeed a liar when he 
assured us all of the Com. on Territories that he 
could not possibly get ready to report the bill (Kansas) 
to the Senate for two or three days thereafter) — showed 
that he had gone over into the Eepublican ranks. Of 
course he dared not admit to the Democracy of Illinois 
that he has quit their ranks. That would of course en- 
sure Ms defeat with that glorious party and prevent the 
success of his secret allies — the Republicans. 

I am rejoiced I say again, Judge, for the sake of our 
common cause & the Union, to see that you have buckled 
on your armor & I hope to see that you have carried the 
war into Africa. In the fight you will have my earnest 
prayers for success & that you may be otherwise pros- 
perous & happy. 

Tour friend, 

Geo. W. Jones. 



Dubuque, Iowa, Oct 17th 1858 
My Dear Judge. 

I wrote you on the 28th inst & reed, only night before 
last, a reply to my letter from my friend who was absent 
from home & did not, therefore, get my letter. In his 
reply to me he says "It would be violating confidential 
conversation to allow what I was told to go to the public & 
you are the only living person I ever mentioned it to; 
and should it be made public through my agency I would 
be placed in a very embarrassing situation. It will 
probably come out in due course of time from some of 
the Eepublicans that were parties." 

I regret that my esteemed friend can not allow me to 
authorize the publication of what I wrote you lest it 
should lead to the discovery of his name. He was Anti 
Lecompton himself & does not, therefore, feel towards 
Douglass as I do or believe as I do in his being treacher- 
ous to the dem, party. 
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I fully believe in the report that Douglass bought up 
the Missouri Republican and that he determined, during 
the last session not only to aid in the re-election of Blair 
to the H. Eeps but, also, that he promised his aid to 
make him Green's successor in the U. S. Senate. I am 
utterly amazed, as I wrote Toombs the other day to find 
such Southerners as himself — Stevens — Orr — J. C. Jones 
—Green & the like favoring Douglass in Illinois. I asked 
Toombs how he could expect National democrats in the 
North to stand by the South when such men as I have 
named above are doing all they can to favor the traitor 
Douglass. They will find, when too late that they have 
lost sight of ,the true interests of the South & of the 
Union & that they have been, to say the least of it — un- 
kind to their real friends in the North. 

Douglass when here last fall I am almost confident 
bought up the Editor of the Express & Herald of this 
place J. B. Dow — who had been bitter against him ever 
since his (Douglass') advocacy of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act & until his visit to this place last autumn. The very 
next morning Dow came out in a flaming complimentary 
notice of Douglass' visit to our city — giving him the 
credit of the Rail Road System of the North West, &c, 
&c. This Dow has been one of the most bitter enemies, 
too, of the past Adm. & the first in Iowa to go for the 
nomination of Mr. Buchanan for President in' 56 in 
preference to Douglass whom he despised & all other men. 
Through my efforts Dow failed to get the P. Office at this 
place in March '57 — for which he made extraordinary 
exertions too — became soon hostile to Mr. B's adm which 
Douglass saw & hence sought an interview with Dow— 
then on the verge of bankruptcy. Immediately after that 
interview Dow came out for Douglass & Douglass for him. 
Douglass is playing the last game in the rubber— has 
become desperate & of course has resorted to all kinds of 
corruption & collusion. Mark my words for it — the Re- 
publicans & the Americans will come to his relief next 
winter select him if he can't carry his election without 
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them & upon this I have offered to bet anything I can 
raise. He will next come out for Seward for President 
in 1860 & will expect to follow him in 1864. 

There is nothing which I can do, Judge, to aid in put- 
ting Douglass down that I will not freely do consistent 
with honor & senatorial courtesy. I have watched Doug- 
lass for twenty years & whilst there is no man whom I 
for a long time considered more able — patriotic & faith- 
ful to his party, my connection with him in the Senate & 
as a member of the Com. on Territories — has satisfied 
me, beyond a peradventure of his inordinate ambition — 
recklessness & treachery. 

Let me hear from you as to how the battle progresses 
& be assured that in it you will have entire sympathy. 
I am, your Obt Svt & Fr'd 

Geo. W. Jones. 

Hon. Sidney Breese, P. S. If I am not greatly 

Carlisle, mistaken Preston just appt 

Illinois. Minister to Spain is a friend 

to Douglass. I am sure he 

was a Q-enl Scott man when 

in Congress from Louisville. 



